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Ø It is your responsibility (and not your supervisor’s) to know about and comply with your program requirements (details 
of which are provided in the graduate student handbook). Failure to comply with these requirements can lead to 
termination or change of program, among other possible consequences. Note that your friends are not reliable 
sources of information, either. 
 

Ø The major program requirements include requirements on the minimum number and types of courses you can take, 
the ethics requirement, the professional development requirement (if admitted Fall 2016 or later), the presentation 
requirement, the attendance requirement for the D.B. Robinson lecture series and the successful completion of the 
final defense and submission of the thesis (or CME 900 for M.Eng. students). Refer to our graduate student handbook 
for details. In particular, if you take a course at the 400 level in the Faculty of Science, or courses outside the Faculties 
of Science or Engineering, or a course extra to the degree, you must seek approval from the Associate Dean 
Graduate Students at the time of registration 
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Ø You have up to 6 months after your defense to submit the final version of your thesis to FGSR. Once the thesis 

approval form has been signed by each member of your committee, you can submit it earlier, of course. Pay attention 
to the deadline for submitting the thesis approval form in order to avoid paying tuition fees for that semester.  
 

Ø For the PhD final examination (i.e., the defense of your thesis), the external examiner should receive your thesis at 
least four weeks before the date of the exam. Prior to this, your supervisory committee should have approved the 
thesis for distribution to the external examiner, and the external examiner should have been approved by the 
Associate Dean Graduate Students. Please keep this in mind when discussing when you would like to defend your 
thesis with your supervisor; it is advisable to budget two months for this process. 
 

Ø FGSR requires two weeks’ notice in order to schedule any MSc or PhD examination, and our graduate assistants 
require a week’s notice, too; therefore,


